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One part of your mefluge delcrves our enimadver.
fion, nat on account of the frength of the reafoning,
but that we may prevent the imprefiion it was evidents
ly calgulated to make on the minds of the people.

You affert, that if congrefs, in confequence of the
rapid rife in the prices of the necefluries of lite, fhould
be confirained to call on ys for our quota of twa hun-
dred and feventy millions of dollars, payable in nine
months and by monthly afleflinents, our people, to
raife their proportion of that fum within the time li-
mited, muft pay fifty-four pounds out of ¢very huns
dred pounds of property which they poflfefs. "'his
furely you mult admic (0o be an wncandid exaggera-
tion. We pay our taxes not on the prefent nominal
value of our property, but on its old value, and con-
foquently the pcople, even in the cafe put, would nat
pay more than one per cent. on every hundred pounds
af their rcal and true property.

You urge the neceflity of the immediate fale of Bris
ti(k property, from the reguifition of congrefs to maks
the fult payment of our quota by the firit day of Fe-
truary, and from the inability of the people to pay
their quota by that time in taxes; and in fupporc of
this reafoning you obferve, that from the change of
property in the ccyutry there mufk be a new aflcfls
ment. In anfwer to this, permit ys to remark, that
In time of war the grant of fupplies gencrally precedes
all other bufinefs ; this, gentlemen, is yous own pe.
guliar department ; we have now fat near eight weels,
and no fupply bill has yet been offered to us; the
eapfifcation bill, which you contend is effenual to-
warda the fupplies, did not come to us till the filteenth
of this month. We prefume you muft have had good
seafons for the delay ; but if there is not now time e-

nough for a new aflcflment, fo that the people mﬁy
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